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Introduction 

I have collected a great deal of information about my father’s family, and it is mostly 

recorded on Ancestry.com. However, I have a lot less information about my mother’s family, 

the Stevens. As my mother was an only child, I had no uncles or aunts on the Stevens side, 

though my mother was liberally provided. It is a matter of regret to me that I have no contact 

with any descendants of my mother’s Steven family, whereas I have many contacts with my 

fathers. A major background to the Stevens was the foundry, the Bronzefounders, Steven and 

Struthers Ltd. I have a faint recollection of visiting Steven and Struthers but is must have 

been before 1949 when my Grandfather, Jimmy became ill. So I was 10 at the very most 

when I went there. I recollect a large propellor being worked on and I visited the pattern shop 

where the wooden shapes for the sand moulds were made, essentially a carpenter’s shop. 

They had made for David and I a little wooden garden house and a slide with a ladder 

going up to it which were in our garden. We were living in London I think, but possibly 

Belfast. 

So I have set out to record what I have been able to find out about the Steven family and 

Steven and Struthers. Internet searches provided scraps of information. 

I recently visited St Abb’s head Lighthouse and saw one of the Steven & Struthers 

foghorns. So I have included an Appendix on the foghorns and lighthouses. 

The Glasgow University Archives, which hold the complete company files, would be able 

to tell us much more. The archives are accessible at www.gla.ac.uk. I have been able to 

download a quite detailed index of the papers held on Steven and Struthers which I have 

attached as an Appendix 7. The usual problems with Covid19 apply and it may be a long time 

before I am able to visit the archives myself. The Reference Code for the collection is GB 

248 UGD 01, or UGD17; I’m a little confused with different references at the moment. I 

intend to visit and copy relevant material when I next get to Glasgow. 

I am concerned that this document is not as well laid out as I would like but, time flies. I 

hope to add to and modify the document as more information becomes available. 

Anyone who has anything to add to this document is most welcome to let me know so that 

it might be included in a future edition. 

 

1ancestors data>stevens family>steven & struthers>Steven & struthers bronzefounders 
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Steven & Struthers, Bronzefounders 
 

 
My Great Grandfather, John Steven, decided in 1866 that he would like to start up a business 

of his own. In the first three years he lost money, probably due to a lack of capital. Steven & 

Struthers, Bronzefounders, was incorporated in 1868 by John Steven and Wilson Struthers. 

And so Messrs Steven & Struthers was born. It was the story of an enterprising and energetic 

man founding a successful company. Steven and Struthers continued to cast bronze for eighty 

four years. 

John Steven was then thirty-three and an experienced foundryman. It was one of many 

enterprises that sprung up in Glasgow’s golden age of shipbuilding and heavy engineering. The 

skills came from John Steven, and probably the investment from Wilson Struthers. 

After World War II ended in 1945 the only surviving Steven was my Grandfather James 

known always as Jimmy. He was 71, his heath was poor, and the sad, rapid decline of Glasgow 

engineering and shipbuilding had started. Since Steven & Struthers were sub-contractors their 

business dried up. They do not seem to have developed any significant export business. There 

were no grandsons of the right age with the wish, or the skills, to take over, and realistically the 

business had no future. In 1956, after Jimmy’s death, Steven & Struthers was sold to 

Manganese Bronze and soon ceased to exist. The works closed down and site was sold off. 

 

What did Steven & Struthers make? 

It is amazing how many different things Steven & Struthers made. Everything from small 

bronze whistles to large casting such as stem posts, propellers and propeller shafts. I suppose 

all items were made to order and no production line would be possible. 

In 1939 the failing ‘Gorbals Brass and Bell Foundry’ was purchased. It seems a strange 

investment but there had been a long association between the two foundries. I suspect it 

continued to lose money, But it carried on making bells in a rapidly shrinking market. 

They made foghorns for lighthouses and a number of them survive. One, in Shetland is even 

occasionally sounded. See Appendix 3, on lighthouses. 

 

A Timeline for Steven & Struthers 

1866 John Steven sets up his own business. 

1868 Steven & Struthers Incorporated by John Steven & Wilson Struthers. 

1876 Wilson Struthers dies. 

1906 John Steven Retires at 71. 

1906 John Steven dissolves Stephen & Struthers. 
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1908 Two of John’s sons, John Wilson Steven and James (Jimmy) Steven, along with 

Thomas Burt. bought the company’s assets from their father. 

1908 James Steven goes on an around the world trip, presumably seeking new markets. 

1926 John Steven dies at 96. 

1939 Steven & Struthers purchase Gorbals Bell Foundry 

1939 Steve and Struthers becomes a Limited Company, Steven & Struthers Ltd. 

1939 War with Germany breaks out. 

1944 John Wilson Steven and David Marshall Steven both die. 

1945 War with Germany ends with Germany’s surrender. 

1949 James (Jimmy) Steven becomes seriously ill. He was 75. 

1954 James (Jimmy) dies at 80 in Forres, Morayshire. John Steven’s sons are now all dead. 

1956 Steven & Struthers Ltd is sold to Manganese Bronze. 

 

The End of Steven & Struthers 

Who carried on running Steven & Struthers after Jimmy retired, in about 1950, is not clear. I 

have a vague recollection that it was some cousin who had been a salesman for Olivetti 

typewriters. If this was true, he faced a huge challenge. The whole engineering/shipbuilding 

business was in rapid decline. He had no personal experience of brass founding. Thomas Burt 

was long dead. 

Jessie (Mamie) Steven had inherited Jimmy’s shares and was the majority shareholder. The 

minority shareholders were mostly surviving widows. There was I believe a call for investment 

in new power tools, but Mamie opposed it. They did not want to sell the company, but Mamie 

pushed it through and in 1954 Steven & Struthers was bought by Manganese Bronze. I’m sure 

Mamie was right, there was no future. Manganese Bronze appear to have closed the company 

and presumably supplied any new orders in one of their other foundries. 

The original foundry still exists. See Appendix 5. According to Mum (Sheila Steven) Mamie 

opposed the suggestion that more capital be raised saying, “A bad workman blames his tools”. 

I remember being annoyed by this comment as Mamie had never used a tool in her life, and 

such competitors as Germany and Japan were building brand new foundries and shipyards with 

the latest equipment. But I think Mamie was right, though possibly for the wrong reasons. 
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1906 Steven & Struthers Dissolved. 

The information below in the Edinburgh Gazette is interesting. Messrs Steven & Struthers 

was dissolved 31st December 1906 when John Steven retired. John would be 71. 

The business continued under Thomas Burt, John Wilson Steven and James Steven. So when 

Jimmy went of his world trip he was now a co-owner of the business. Both he and John Wilson 

played a far larger part in the business than I had realised. Who Thomas Burt was we don’t 

know, possibly an investor as I presume they paid their father for the company’s assets. 

Thomas Burt is listed in the General Directory, Page 116, as :- Burt, Thomas (of Steven & 

Struthers, Eastvale Place, Kelvinhaugh): in 60 St Vincent Crescent. 

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/Edinburgh/issue/12065/page/922/data.pdf 
 

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/Edinburgh/issue/12065/page/922/data.pdf
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1922 Graces Guide 

 

1939 

1939 Steven & Struthers buys the Gorbals Bell Foundry 

Under the management of Steven & Struthers (from 1939, Steven & Struthers Ltd.), 

operating at Eastvale Place, Kelvinhaugh, following the closure of the Gorbals Foundry from 

January 1928, until the end of bellfounding in Scotland by 1960. 

 
 

1939 

Steven & Struthers becomes a Limited Company. 

 

1956 – Purchase of Steven & Struthers Ltd by Manganese Bronze Co Ltd 
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Messrs Steven & Struthers – About 1905 
Local Industries of Glasgow and the West of Scotland Messrs. Steven & Struthers, Anderston 

Brass Foundry. — These works, situated in Eastvale Place, Kelvinhaugh, were erected in 1898, as the 
accommodation at Elliot Street, where this firm was so long located, had become quite inadequate 
for the extent of the work now taken in hand. The buildings comprise large and small brass 
foundries, iron foundry, machine and pattern shops, and are capable of turning out over 80 tons of 
castings per month, and single castings up to 20 tons in weight. A speciality is made of stern and 
sternpost, etc., casting for battleships and cruisers for the British Admiralty and foreign 
Governments, and of propellers, propeller blades, and liners for tail-end shafts of the largest 
dimensions, the latter being turned out finished complete. The small iron foundry has been recently 
added for the work required in connection with the other business of the firm. The tools in the 
machine shop are specially adapted to the manufacture of all kinds of fittings required by engineers 
and boilermakers. Syrens, fog-signalling machinery, lanterns, revolving apparatus and machinery for 
lighthouses and specialities of the firm, which is also the sole maker of Lyall's patent corrugated 
shaft liners, Bevis and Gibson's patent equilibrium valves, Grigg's automatic ventilation valve. etc. 
Direct connection by means of a private siding with the North British Railway Company gives the firm 
every facility for prompt despatch. The number of men employed is about 200. 

 
https://www.scottishcorpus.ac.uk/cmsw/document/?documentid=44 

https://www.scottishcorpus.ac.uk/cmsw/document/?documentid=44


7 
 

 

The Stevens Bronzefounding Family 
 

John Steven. B1835 - D1926 

Old John Steven died in 1926 at 91 from pneumonia in his house 

at Fernlea, West Kilbride surrounded by family and employees of 

his company. A successful self-made man who was much admired. 

Of his personality we can only surmise. Messrs. Steven & Struthers 

was founded by John Steven, who was born in the Gorbals in the 

year 1835. His father, William Steven, was a Brassfounder before 

him and his mother was Janet Henderson. 

At an early age John was apprenticed to the brass founding trade 

in the shipbuilding establishment of Messrs. R. Napier & Sons. His 

father, William Steven, was foreman brass-founder and it was 

natural that young John should learn his trade in the same foundry. 

When about twenty-one years old, John Steven accepted the post of brass founder to the Cork 

Shipping Company in their works at Cork, Ireland. 

In 1856 he left and went to Liverpool, where he gained experience in various kinds of work. 

In 1859 John married Agnes Henderson. After working in Liverpool for about four years, 

he was offered the post of foreman in the iron foundry of Messrs. William Simons & Co, of 

Renfrew. For six years he continued in that position. At the end of that time, he thought that he 

would like to have a little business of his own and started brass founding in 1866. For the first 

three years the business was a losing concern. 

Steven & Struthers Ltd was incorporated two years later in 1868 after Mr Wilson Struthers 

invested some capital. From then on the company seems to have prospered. 

Encouraged John built larger premises in Elliot Street, Anderston, and obtained several 

profitable contracts. At first his business was an ordinary brass foundry, turning out all sorts of 

steam fittings. He undertook to cast bronze stern posts, stem's, and propellers of vessels for 

shipbuilders. The premises at Elliot Street were extended to the full limits of the available space 

within a very few years; but every year vessels increased in size, and the size of the stern-posts 

and propellers consequently became larger. He also made gun carriages, lightship lanterns, fog 

signalling apparatus, and lighthouse appliances. Steven & Struthers supplied the Admiralty 

with a large quantity of ship and engine-room fittings. It is impossible to give anything like a 

list of all the various classes of instruments he made. The works employed a staff of over 200 

men, and the output was something like 60 tons of castings per month, the value of the annual 

business being over £60,000. 

According to the newspaper article on his life, printed in full as an Appendix 1, one of his 

most admired achievements was the foundry itself. The inside walls were all white enamelled 

brick, and round every bench was ample space. Dining-room and lavatories occupied the centre 

of the courtyard, while in the smaller brass foundry a ventilating device was adopted to takes 

the furnace fumes through the roof. This plain-spoken, unpretentious brass founder, who spoke 

the dialect of his native Gorbals, held the respect and esteem of many able, many learned and, 

many wealthy citizens of the world. 

John Wilson Steven, his 2nd son and James (Jimmy) Steven, his third son, my Grandfather, 

were amongst those present at his death. Probate of John Steven as follows: 
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Agnes Steven nee Henderson 

Agnes Henderson was born 5th March 1835 at Saltcoats in Ayrshire. Her 

father was James Henderson, B1812, and her mother Sarah Armour B1811. 

James Henderson was a weaver 

Anne-Marie has a Silver Snuff Box given to James Henderson by ‘some 

friends’ in 1856, pictured in Appendix 4, Steven Photographs. 

Probate of Agnes Henderson follows: 
 

 

The Children of John and Agnes Steven 

John & Agnes had four sons:- 

William Steven Born 1862 Died 1911 aged 49 

John Wilson Steven (Wilson) Born 1870 Died 1944 aged 74 

James Steven (Jimmy) Born 1874 Died 1954 aged 80 

David Marshall Steven Born 1876  Died 1944 aged 68 

 

and three daughters:- 

Sarah Armour Steven (Aunt Sadie) Born 1865 Died 1943 aged 78 Janet 

Boyd Steven (Aunt Nettie) Born 1868 Died 1936 aged 68 

Agnes Steven (Aunt Aggie) Born 1878 Died 1962 aged 84 
 

 

The Four Sons of John Steven & Agnes Henderson. 
 

William Steven B1862. D1911. Married Edith A Leary, 

John’s eldest child was Willian Steven, Born 1862. He died in 1911 at 49 

in London. Although he had engineering qualifications and had worked in 

the foundry as an apprentice, he chose to get employment in the insurance 

business. Possibly he didn’t enjoy the work, or perhaps he didn’t want to 

spend his life working for his younger brothers who of course owned the 

company. It is suggested that there was unpleasantness over his marriage 

to Edith Leary. Her parents were Irish Catholic and her father managed a 

hotel in London, so handled alcohol. It seems William converted to Catholicism. 

However, I can see little evidence of this. His younger brother, John Wilson, was a witness 

at the wedding and there are photographs which seemed to show he maintained a good 

relationship with his family. William also was at his father’s 50th Wedding Anniversary Party 

in 1907 with Edith and in the photograph. His father had a good relationship with his business 

partner, Wilson Struthers, who was a Wine Merchant, and whose father was a brewer, it seems 

he had no strong feelings about alcohol. 

In the 1881 Census William is 18 and living with his parents. His occupation is shown as 

‘Brassfounder (Apprentice)’, Presumably at Steven & Struthers, under the watchful eye of 

Father John. They lived at 69 St Vincent Crescent, Anderston, Glasgow. So close to the works. 

In the 1891 Census William is 28 and living at 18 Sandyford Place, Glasgow. Also there are 

his sister Janet and his brothers John Wilson and James. So by then they have moved and his 

parents John and Agnes are no longer with them. William’s occupation is given as Brass 

Finisher. This suggests a continuing connection with the business over a period of 10 years. 

He is now ‘head of the Household’. 
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On 24th Sept 1900 William married Edith A Leary in Glasgow. We have 

their marriage certificate. Her full name was Edith Agnes Fanny Josephine 

Leary! Edith Leary was born in Fulham, London in 1870. She was 30 at the 

time of marriage and William was 37. The ceremony was in St Aloysius 

Chapel, Garnethill, Glasgow, in the Roman Catholic faith. The Chapel was 

run by the Jesuits. 

William’s occupation when he married in Glasgow is shown as 

‘Treasurer, The Hagley Institute’, an insurance company. Certainly he was no longer with 

Steven & Struthers. 

At some time after the marriage they moved to London where they had two sons. Frank 

Joseph Steven and John Steven. I have not traced either of them so far. 

In the 1901 Census, a year after their wedding, William and Edith are shown as living in 

Willow Road, Hampstead. His occupation, hardly legible, is shown as ‘Insurance Agent, 

Employer’. 

William died 4th Qtr 1911 in St Pancras, London at 49. I can’t find him in the 1911 Census. 

In the 1939 Register Edith Steven is shown as living with her son Frank Joseph at 21A 

Parkhill Road, Adelaide Polling District, London. She is shown as a widow and 69 years old: 

of Private Means. I can find no death certificate for her, only a register entry showing she died 

in Marylebone, London at 91. They had at least one child. Frank Joseph Steven born 25th 

August 1905. He is as aged 34 employed as an Insurance Official. Of course, William was long 

dead. 

 

John Wilson Steven (Uncle Wilson) B1870, D1944 aged 74 

John’s second son was John Wilson Steven. He was always known as Wilson, 

and signed himself as Wilson Steven. To my mother he was Uncle Wilson. I 

think the ‘Wilson’ came from old John Steven’s friend and financier Wilson 

Struthers. He married Jean Mollison in 1902. They had three sons and one 

daughter. 

Wilson, appears in the 1891 Census aged 20 as living in Sandyford Place, 

Glasgow with his elder brother William. His occupation is Civil Engineer (Apprentice). 

He became an experienced Civil Engineer and a member of “The Institution of Civil 

Engineers”. 

********************* 

EXTRACT of Proposal dated 23rd April 1896 for membership of “The Institution 

of Civil Engineers” of John Wilson Steven. 

Mr John Strain who proposed him was an eminent Glasgow Civil Engineer: 

 

“He served an apprenticeship from 1889-93 to Mr John Strain. M. Just & Co 
Ltd during which he was constantly engaged in Office & Outdoor work connected 
with the preparation of Parliamentary and Working Plans, Estimates, 
superintendence and measurement of works & in connection with the 
Lanarkshire & Ayrshire Rly (£500,000), Bainton Brown of Caledonian Rly 
(£5000,000) & Co. He has subsequently acted as Assistant to the Resident 
Engineer on the Ardrossan Harbour Works (£250,000) for a period of 11 months 
& in 1892 in the same capacity on the Bainton Rly above mentioned. From July 
1892-95 he was engaged in the general office work & in the preparation & 
investigation of claims in several important Arbitrations, reports upon proposed 
Rlys Ttc. During the past year he has been engage on the preparation of 
Parliamentary Plans & Working Drawings Etc. relating to various Railways.” 
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So Wilson must have brought valuable experience to Steven & Struthers. He was older than 

Jimmy, better formally qualified and with a wide range of experience. 

John Wilson Steven died July 25th 1944 at 9 Princes Terrace, Glasgow. It was no wonder 

that his sudden death in 1944, from Coronary Artery disease, was a blow to Jimmy, both in 

personal terms and in business. 

Sheila Stevenson (my Mum, nee Steven) wrote to Alan Stevenson, (my Dad) on 26th July 

1944:- 

“Uncle Wilson died very suddenly yesterday. He had not been feeling very well lately & had 

a heart attack in the afternoon. The death of Uncle Wilson will, I imagine, have shaken him 

(Jimmy) badly.” 

Sheila wrote again to Dad three weeks later on 17th August 1944 from the Nethybridge Hotel 

“The parents arrived at the hotel yesterday, Daddy looking very white & tired, but looks better 

already today. He is feeling Uncle Wilson’s death a lot.” 

 

James Steven (Jimmy) B1874, D 1954 

John’s third son, James (Jimmy) Steven), was my grandfather. He was the 

last survivor of John’s sons. He had joined Steven and Struthers as an 

apprentice on or before 1891, so at about 16. 

The 1881 Census shows James aged 6 living with his family at 

Anderston. 

The 1891 Census shows Jimmy at 16 living with his elder brothers at 18 

Sandyford Place, Glasgow. William is the Head of the Household at 28. 

His occupation is ‘Brass Moulders (Apprentice)’. So Jimmy was in the 

business at 16 on the shop floor. 

In 1908 along with his brother Wilson and Thomas Burt, he bought the 

company assets from his father John Steven. 

In 1908 Jimmy set of on a journey round the world. We presume in the name of opening up 

new markets. We do know he got an order for a lighthouse signalling device in Hong Kong. 

His letters to his Fiancé Mamie in 1908 are beautifully covered in my brother David’s 

‘Jimmy’s Jaunt’ articles. They are available on Ancestry in the Gallery. 

In April 1909 Jimmy married Mamie (Jessie Helen Hodge), my Grandmother. He was now 

34, a company owner and a ‘man of the world’. On the Marriage Certificate Jimmy is shown 

as a Brassfounder living at Fernlea, West Kilbride. Mamie is living at Anfield, Sandilands, 

West Kilbride, her father’s house. 

After WW2 ended in 1945 Jimmy found himself alone, aging, and unwell. They went of a 

cruise to Cape Town, South Africa. However, Jimmy returned seriously ill and died five years 

later. 

Jimmy died in his new house, St Oswalds, Orchard Road, Forres, Morayshire, Scotland in 

1954, shortly after moving he and Mamie moved in. His death was informed by James M 

Steven (Nephew) of 9 Princes Terrace, Glasgow W2. I think this was James Mollison Steven 

who died in 1994, son of John Wilson Steven and Jean (or Jeannie) Mollison. Jimmy’s death 

was Confirmed by Mamie (Jessie Helen Hodge). His sister Agnes outlived him dying in 1962, 

The last of John’s children. 

On Jimmy’s tombstone in Logie Cemetery, Stirling his profession was shown, at his own 

request, as ‘Brassfounder’. He was proud of it. 
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David Marshall Steven (Uncle David) B1876, D1944 

David Marshall Steven was born in Anderston, Glasgow on 8th February 

1876. His father, John, was 41 and his mother, Agnes, was 40. 

In the 1891 Census David is 15 and shown as living in West Kilbride, 

presumably at Fernlea, and a Scholar. In the 1901 Census he is 25 and lives 

in Dunblane, Perthshire, and is an Engineer Draughtsman. He is lodged at 

‘Hydropathic’. This is the Dunblane Hydropathic Hotel, presumably a 

temporary accommodation. 

In the 1911 Census David is living at Fernlea in West Kilbride with his father and Mother. 

Occupation is shown again as ‘Engineer, Draughtsman’. George and Agnes Brown (nee 

Steven) are also there. He is now 35, unmarried and living with (on?) his parents. 

In November 1915 David marries Isabella May McCulloch at West Kilbride. They were 

both shown as living in West Kilbride and they had one daughter together, Isabella Steven. It 

was a Free Church of Scotland wedding. 

He is now 39 and Isabella is 33. He is shown on the marriage certificate as still living at 

Fernlea, West Kilbride with his father John. She at West Kilbride too. I suspect they initially 

both lived at Fernlea, which was already housing the Brown family. 

In 1938 Isabella, after 23 year of marriage, initiated divorce proceeding against David and 

this was finalised 25th June. I presume the divorce was on the grounds of adultery. 

On 31st March 1939 David married again, Jessie Donnachie in Ayr, Scotland and they 

lived in Skelmorlie just south of Inverkip. In November 1939 David was married a second time 

to Jessie Donnachie. He was he was 63 and she 38. She worked as a typist in a Bronzefoundry 

and was a spinster. The Bronzefoundry was very possibly Steven & Struthers. 

So we have the picture of a scandal. He and she were estranged from the family ever after. 

Isabella McCulloch remained close to the Steven family and Sheila remembered her as Aunt 

Isa, so the family were on her side. It was a bitter split, Jessie and David never spoke to the 

Stevens family again, even when he died. 

On the marriage certificate he is shown as marine engineer, 63, and she is shown as 

Brassfounder’s Typist, 38. He and she are shown as living in Glasgow. It was a ‘Registry 

Office’ wedding. 

David was the youngest of the four brothers, two years younger than my grandfather James 

(Jimmy). I never met him and know little about him. I get the impression of a mildly feckless 

pleasant man and he was certainly close to Jimmy in early days. Although his death certificate 

shows him as ‘Engineer (Retired)’ the 1`911 Census’ refer to him as a draughtsman. Did he 

ever work for Steven & Struthers? I don’t know. If I ever get to the archives I may find out. 

I think David retired in 1939, when he would have been 63. The Motor Neuron disease, that 

was to kill him in 1944 may have already been affecting his health. 

David Marshall Steven died 16th June 1944 at Springbank, 40 Shore Road, Skelmorlie near 

Largs, 1 Ayr, aged 68. His death was registered by his 2nd wife, Jessie Steven nee Donnachie. 

Sadly, she did not let the family know he had died, and they only learned of his death from an 

obituary in the papers after his burial. 

This shows the bitterness of the family split. He is shown on his death certificate as 

‘Engineer (Retired)’. Probate is brief showing no assets. Confirmation was by Jessie. 

Mum, Sheila, wrote to Alan on 26th July 1944 – “Did I tell you that Uncle David (Daddy’s 

youngest brother) died about four weeks ago? He also had a heart attack & neither Daddy or 

any of the others knew anything until they saw his death in the papers several days after the 

funeral. In its way, in spite of the odd circumstances & estrangement, it was a great shock to 

him as in the old days he & Uncle D. had been great friends.” 

It does seem the load fell increasingly on Jimmy. David died of Amyotrophic Lateral 

Sclerosis, or ALS. ALS belongs to a wider group of disorders now known as motor neuron 

diseases, which are caused by gradual deterioration (degeneration) and death of the motor 
 

1 40 Shore Road is now shown as last sold on 31st December 2020 for £145,000. Picture in Appendix. 
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neurons. Motor neurons are nerve cells that extend from the brain to the spinal cord and to 

muscles throughout the body. 

So David may not have played a useful part in the company, if indeed he ever worked for 

them, for some time. It looks as if he left anyway when he married Jessie Donnachie in 1939. 

They were living in Springbank in Skelmorlie. This was (is still) a miserable strip of terraced 

dwellings on the sea on the main road. I think rented. I imagine they were impoverished. 

Jessie Donnachie died in West Kilbride in 1989 45 years after David’s death. A lonely poor 

existence I think. 

 
Non Steven Players 

Neither Wilson Struthers nor Thomas Burt were part of the Steven family but both were 

important in Steven & Struthers, and I think held shares. 

 

Wilson Struthers Born 1802 Died 1876 at 74 years. 

Wilson Struthers was not part of the Steven family but was significant in launching Steven & 

Struthers. 

My Great Grandfather, John Steven, incorporated Steven & Struthers together with 

Wilson Struthers in 1868. John Steven was then 33 and Wilson Struthers 66. John Steven had 

started his own business two years before but was losing money, probably he had insufficient 

capital. How he and Wilson Struthers met I don’t know. Wilson Struthers died in 1874 so 

their time in the company together was short, only eight years. Wilson undoubtedly put 

capital into the venture. 

I think they had a warm friendship and John Steven called his second son, who was born 

in 1870 four years before Wilson’s death, John Wilson Steven. 

I have been able to establish the following. Wilson Struthers was born on 3rd July 1802 in 

Glasgow, Scotland, the fourth son of Robert Struthers, a Brewer, and Euphemia Strang, in 

Barony, Lanarkshire, Scotland. One of 14 children. 

Wilson’s occupation is listed as Wine Merchant in various censuses up to 1861. In the 

1871 census he proudly lists himself as Brassfounder (not Bronzefounder). This ties in with 

the getting together with John Steven and incorporating the company in 1868. Maybe he was 

tired of being a Wine Merchant and wanted to be part of the booming engineering business in 

Glasgow. 

In 1848 he married Mary, maiden name Walker, born 1816. Mary had previously married 

Robert Symington in 1832 with whom she had six children. Robert Symington died in 1847. 

Wilson Struthers had two children with Mary who died in 1869 at 53. So five years before 

Wilson died. 

I am trying to get access to the archives of Steven & Struthers in Glasgow University but I 

will have to go to Glasgow to do so. Obviously, this will not happen until after Covid. 

The Glasgow University Archive has 1½ metres of documents from Steven & Struthers on 

the shelves so we will learn a lot from them. 

 
 

Thomas Burt 

When in 1906 John Steven dissolved Steven & Struthers the Edinburgh Gazette said ‘The 

business continued under Thomas Burt, John Wilson Steven and James Steven. 

In the Probate notice for John Steven confirmation was provided by ‘Thomas Burt retired 

engineer, John Wilson Steven and James Steven, brassfounders. John Thomas Stewart and 

Costigane warehouseman , George Brown Shipbuilder and James Steven cashier’. 

So it sounds as if Thomas Burt was important. Perhaps senior foreman. It is interesting 

that Jimmy was a cashier. 
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George Brown would be George Alfred Brown who had married Sarah Armour Steven. 

Aunt Sadie. George was a shipbuilder. 

As can be seen from the Stevens & Struthers item elsewhere Thomas Burt was a 

significant member of the company. Indeed the syren and organ pipe whistle is described as 

“Stevens & Burt’s Steam Syren”. 

The 1903 – 1904 Scottish Post Office Directory shows him as living at 60 St Vincent 

Crescent, Eastvale Place, Kelvinhaugh, Glasgow. The 1901 Census Shows him living at this 

address. He is 56 so born ~1845. That would make him 81 when he attended at the death of 

John Steven. I think he died in 1927. 
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Steven & Struthers Advertisements 
 

 

Advert - June 1888 
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The front of a 
promotional leaflet by 

Steven & Struthers, probably 
about 1910, in the new 
Kelvinhaugh Foundry 
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In 1928, the foundry business of John C. Wilson & Co. Ltd. was purchased by Messrs, 

Steven & Struthers, of Eastvale Place, Kelvinhaugh. This was a long established firm 

specialising in marine bronze castings, particularly propeller blades. Their closure in about 

1961 marked the end of bellfounding in Scotland. The illustration above shows their stand at 

the Glasgow International Exhibition in 1888, when they were still based at Elliot Street, 

Anderston. 
 

 
The above picture is believed to have been taken in 1948. 

This could be the last propellor they ever made. Note they are Steven & Struthers Ltd. 
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APPENDIX 1 – Mr John Steven 
 

MR. JOHN STEVEN 

OF MESSRS. STEVEN & STRUTHERS, BRASSFOUNDERS, 

KELVINHAUGH. 

 

JOHN STEVEN, OF MESSRS. STEVEN and STRUTHERS, 
BRASSFOUNDERS, KELVINHAUGH. 
BRASS was the metal first used by man 'for weapons' and utensils, and all through the ages 

he has utilised the hard yellow alloy to aid him in conquest of obstacles or. enemy, to abridge 

space or disarm time, to serve scientific research or domestic need. The uses to which the 

metal has been put are many and various. The amount of hardware made of brass is beyond 

computation. Handles of doors, windows, machines, weapons; rails for decks of steamers and 

yachts, staircases, and counters ; fittings for gas, water, and electric supply; utensils and 

vessels of every shape and use; imitation jewellery ; the works of clocks, watches and 

nautical instruments, etc. The manufacture of small brassware, however, is not a great 

industry in Scotland. Scottish brassfounders have taken a serious view of their calling, and 

compete with ironfounders and steelmakers for the right to supply large needs and great 

undertakings. Brass and its darker sister, bronze, serve industry and war, railways, ships, and 

factories, with instruments, fittings, and furnishings which have greatly facilitated progress. 

Danton's motto, " To dare, to dare, and always to dare," ought to be the device of every young 

man who enters industrial enterprise, for boldness pays. One of the best examples of the 

wisdom in bold action is the brass foundry of Messrs. Steven & Struthers, for their products 

which hitherto have been considered outwith the scope of the brassfounder's art are turned out 

with an excellence and case pleasant and remarkable. 

 

The practical head and founder of Messrs. Steven & Struthers is Mr. John Steven, who was 

born in the Gorbals in the year 1835. At an early age he was apprenticed to the brassfounding 

trade in the shipbuilding establishment of Messrs. R. Napier & Sons. His father was foreman 

brass- founder with the famous shipbuilders, and it was most natural that the youth should 

learn his trade under the paternal eye. 

 

When about twenty-one years old, Mr. Steven was offered and accepted the post of 

brassfounder to the Cork Shipping Company in their works at Cork. 

 

The job was a mere sinecure, and did not suit the energetic young Scot; "there was not 

enough work for a halflin", he said, with characteristic contempt. He left, without even taking 

the trouble to provide himself with another job. 

 

In 1856 he went to Liverpool, and in the city on the Mersey gained experience in various 

kinds of work, always ready to learn and pick up craft wherever he might be. After working 

there for about four years, Mr. Steven was offered the post of foreman in the iron foundry of 

Messrs. William Simons & Co., of Renfrew. He refused it at first, thinking the job too big for 

him, but finally was persuaded to accept. For six years he continued in that position, and 

amply proved his fitness. 

 

At the end of that time Mr. Steven thought that he would like to have a little business of his 

own, and started brassfounding in Anderston. The beginning was not humble enough to 

escape the notice of the adverse fates; as for three years the business was a losing concern. 

Encouraged, however, by the hopes of his friends, and aided by a little additional capital, he 

persevered, built larger premises in Elliot Street, Anderston, and obtained several profitable 
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contracts. Then the tide of fortune, so long against the young brassfounder, turned in his 

favour. 

 

“There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” 

 

Mr. Steven had been for some time foreman moulder in an iron foundry, and his experience 

led him to think that brass or bronze suited many purposes better than the iron or steel 

commonly used. He had also learned how to manipulate large castings. At first his business 

was an ordinary brass foundry, turning out all sorts of steam fittings, but the bold, practical 

spirit of the man brooked not the petty limits of custom and use and wont, and adventured on 

larger enterprise. He undertook to cast bronze stern posts, stem's, and propellers of vessels for 

shipbuilders; and so well did he accomplish the work that he quickly made a reputation and a 

trade. The premises at Elliot Street were extended to the full limits of the available space 

within a very few years; but every year vessels increased in size, and the size of the stern- 

posts and propellers consequently became larger. Other engineering work came Mr. Steven's 

way - gun carriages, lightship lanterns, fog signalling apparatus, and lighthouse appliances. 

Cramped for room within the confines of a city street, Mr. Steven was compelled to prepare 

for shifting his camp to more Open ground. 

 

Eastvale Place, Kelvinhaugh, the amenity of which has been destroyed by the North British 

Railway, offered a convenient site for a brass foundry and engineering-work. Here, 

accordingly, Mr Steven began building operations in 1897, and in 1898 removed thither. The 

new works have all the aspects of a great industry, large space filled with machinery of the 

latest type, and equipped with appliances that render it almost independent of every outside 

agency. 

 

In the large casting shop which is 170 ft. long by 40 ft. broad, 36 ft. high, two air furnaces, 

the larger able to melt 12 tons of metal , the smaller 8 tons. Overhead cranes capable of lifting 

enormous weights swing from the roof, the huge hooks set on ball bearings, and turning to 

the touch of a Childs finger. Controlled by electricity, the Workman has absolute power over 

them. 

 

The turning workshop is perhaps the most interesting site of all. Fifty machines of twenty 

different kinds for various sorts of work - for cutting , planing, turning, smoothing, grooving - 

whirl and tear with bewildering speed and terrible force, turning the stubborn metal to desired 

form or size with ease. In this same building are the furnace cover boiler , steam engine , and 

electric Dynamo, which supply the machinery with motive power. 

 

On ground level is the erecting shop, where propellers are set, stem and stern posts readied 

for their onerous duties, gun carriages for cruisers built up, lighthouse and lightship lanterns 

erected. Some of these lanterns are exceedingly interesting, both on account of their size and 

ingenious construction. 

 

Mr Steven has constructed a Lantern 16 ft. by 12, the dioptric lens of which cost about 

£3000. Messrs. Stephen and Struthers contract largely for the Northern Lighthouse Board , 

and erected in 1899 a new Lantern for Pladda Isle. Another nautical appliance Mr. Stephen 

has made his own, and that is the unmelodious siren. He also makes steam whistles of 

enormous size. The difference between a syren and a whistle, Mr. Stephen explained, is that 

the sound of the whistle is produced by vibrations on the instrument itself, whereas the blast 

of the syren springs from the action of steam, ejected in rapid blasts, on the air, causing sound 

waves. While, for auld lang sync, and perhaps a preference for the lesser of two unmelodious 
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evils, we might lean to the whistle, the syren undoubtedly must be given first place as a signal 

at sea. Its blast can be heard 10 miles distant. Besides quick firing gun carriages, stern posts, 

stems, and other gear for cruisers, Mr Steven supplies the Admiralty with a large quantity of 

ship and engine room fittings. It is impossible to give anything like a list of all the various 

classes of instruments he makes. The works imply a staff of over 200 men, and the output is 

something like 60 tons of castings per month, the value of the annual business being over 

£60,000. 

 

As might be expected in a man so ingenious and deeply interested in his chosen calling, Mr. 

Steven has invented machines and appliances, and holds patents for a few of his products. 

When a young man he invented a very useful machine for the making of bung shields; but, 

with the careless opulence of youth, allowed the patent to slip through his fingers. His 

greatest achievement, however, is the foundry itself. Mr. Steven is an employer of labour 

governed by the ideas prevailing when master-workman and journeyman were friends and 

fellow-labourers. He does not love trade unions on the one hand, nor employers' federations 

on the other, and frames his business conduct on principles personal and ethical. Whatever 

may be said, it must be admitted Mr. Steven's position is manful. The man who dares to put 

his character into his business may at least be commanded as a corrective to the tendency 

which threatens to suppress individuality without supplying a quick social conscience in its 

place. 

 

In the foundry itself care for the workmen is everywhere evident, and far above both the 

requirements of the law and trade union regulations. Light, ventilation, space, are amply 

provided. The inside walls are all white enamelled brick, and round every bench the floorage 

is ample. Dining-room and lavatories occupy the centre of the courtyard, while in the smaller 

brass foundry a device is adopted which takes the furnace fumes through the roof, causing the 

air but a yard or two off to be as clear and sweet as could be desired. All this is characteristic 

of the man: he has a passion for doing good work well, and a frank liking for his workmen. 

Personally, a plain-spoken, clear- headed Scotchman, kindly, and frank, quietly intolerant of 

nonsense, and catholic to all shades of opinion, while holding firmly by his own, Mr. Steven 

has a clear comprehension of any subject he happens to take an interest in that makes his 

word specially valuable. He is very popular with men of all classes and shades of opinion, 

and this plain-spoken, unpretentious brassfounder, who uses habitually the dialect of his 

native Gorbals, holds the respect and esteem of many able, many learned, many wealthy 

citizens of the world. 

 

The above was an extract from ‘Captains of Industry’ by William S. Murphy. Published 

1901 

 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/John_Steven 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/John_Steven
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APPENDIX 2 – John Wilson Steven. Qualifications 
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“He served an apprenticeship from 1889-93 to Mr John Strain. M. Just & Co Ltd during which he was constantly 

engaged in Office & Outdoor work connected with the preparation of Parliamentary and Working Plans, 

Estimates, superintendence and measurement of works & in connection with the Lanarkshire & Ayrshire Rly 

(£500,000), Bainton Brown of Caledonian Rly (£5000,000) & Co. He has subsequently acted as Assistant to the 

Resident Engineer on the Ardrossan Harbour Works (£250,000) for a period of 11 months & in 1892 in the same 

capacity on the Bainton Rly above mentioned. From July 1892-95 he was engaged in the general office work & 

in the preparation & investigation of claims in several important Arbitrations, reports upon proposed Rlys Ttc. 

During the past year he has been engage on the preparation of Parliamentary Plans & Working Drawings Etc. 

relating to various Railways.” 
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Appendix 3 – Steven & Struthers 

Lighthouse Foghorns 

 

Lighthouse Foghorns in General 
A foghorn emits sound to warn vessels of navigational hazards in foggy conditions. When 

visual navigation aids such as lighthouses are obscured, foghorns provide an audible warning 

of rock outcrops, shoals, headlands, or other dangers. 

The first sound signals were explosive. In the beginning cannons were used, and later 

explosive charges were attached to retractable booms above the lantern and detonated 

electrically. However unless the explosive charges were carefully measured this method caused 

damage to the lanterns. It was not popular with the lighthouse keepers who would be up in the 

lantern house in fog. Bells and whistles were also used. 

In Scotland the first compressed air fog signal, which sounded a series of blasts, was 

installed at St Abbs Head, just north of Berwick on Tweed. This was a diaphragm based device 

with a trade name of Diaphone made by Steven & Struthers of Glasgow under license. The 

Diaphone used a slotted piston reciprocating in a cylinder with matching ports. Diaphones were 

supplied in a variety of sizes for mounting in ships and shore installations. The largest 

diaphones could be heard under good conditions up to eight nautical miles away. Operating 

pressures were 30-45 lbs/sq inch, and a large diaphone could consume more than 50 cubic feet 

of air per second. This required a large and powerful compressing plant, with associated 

compressed air storage tanks. The range of audibility of a sound signal is extremely 

unpredictable. Also, it is difficult to determine with any precision, the direction a signal is 

coming from, especially from the bridge of a vessel at sea in fog. 

Supplying the large volumes of compressed air required was difficult and expensive. Early 

experiments (in America) with horses and manpower were not successful! Hot Air Engines 

were tried, though not very successfully. Stevens & Struthers prepared Contract drawing for a 

Hot Air Engine for Pladda Light. See Pladda Light notes later. High pressure steam was tried, 

but hazardous. So air had to be compressed and held at high pressure in large cylindrical tanks 

ready for instant release. These tanks were sited as close as possible to the actual fog horn; 

which could be some distance away from the compressor installation. A lot of power for the 

compressors was required. To provide the power steam engines were used at first, but they 

were rapidly replaced by multiple internal combustion engines. Petrol, paraffin and finally 

diesel. The excellent video now available on the restored foghorn at Sumburgh Head in Shetland 

and Mull of Kintyre gives a good idea of the scale of the necessary power plants. Just getting 

the plant started and air compressed took some time. 

The air is then fed some distance to the location of the foghorn and stored in large, 

pressurised tanks as close to the actual horn as possible. The tanks and the horn were often a 

considerable distance from the engine room and compressors. 

When the fog signal was activated, the compressed air was released to the foghorn via the 

shortest possible connection from the adjacent tanks in a tremendous blast. 

The clockwork arrangement opened and shut the valves which regulated the duration and 

frequency of the blasts. 

Fog horns are sited as close to the coast and as hight up as possible; naturally they point 

towards the sea. Like lights, fog signals possessed different characteristics for identification 

purposes, such as 4 blasts every 90 seconds. From the 1970’s onwards the large air driven fog 

signals were progressively replaced by small electric powered sound emitters. 

The very last Scottish foghorn was an electric horn which had replaced the Steven & 

Struthers Diaphone in the 1960s. It was switched off on 4 October 2005 at the Skerryvore 

lighthouse. 

Radar, a much superior solution, has rendered fog horns redundant; and they must have been 

expensive to install, operate and maintain. So there are no more foghorns in operation in 
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Scotland, booming out mournfully over foggy coasts. In Ireland, the final few were 

decommissioned in 2011. Would old John Steven have mourned their passing? I like to think 

so, but doubt he was a sentimental man. 

I have had some experience of fog at sea, and very frightening I found it. I well remember 

approaching the Needles, coming back across the Channel, in dense fog. We had cleared the 

shipping lanes with their great convoys of giant ship storming along, all booming away. Then 

we heard a foghorn to the starboard. Elisha placed herself on our bow with our, very loud, 

compressed air hand held horn, and sounded back. Obviously there was a ship closer inshore 

coming up the channel from the east. Every time we heard the approaching horn Elisha sounded 

back. It got closer and closer, Elisha, peering desperately to starboard, became quite excited. 

Then, out of the murk, ahead of us, emerged the Needles Lighthouse, and boomed at us. So I 

totally understand how difficult it is to know what direction a sounding foghorn, and its 

dangers, are in. But it’s all gone now. 

An excellent account of British fog signals, for those seriously interested is, “Lost Sounds, 

The Story of Coast Fog Signals”. A secondhand copy can be had for around £8 on Amazon. 

 

Steven & Struthers Lighouse Foghorns 

Steven & Struthers did a lot of business with Scottish lighthouses in general. You can see in 

Appendix 7 details of orders for Foghorns, fittings, oil tanks, regulating clocks, valves and so 

on. They also did ‘explosive’ fog signals, the forerunner of the compressed air horn. Notably 

in Antrim. Perhaps the Irish preferred loud bangs. 

From the early 20th century an improved device called the Diaphone, originally developed 

as a fog signal by John Northey of Toronto, became the standard foghorn apparatus for new 

installations. Diaphones were powered by compressed air and could emit extremely powerful 

low-frequency notes. This was the type of foghorn manufactured by Steven & Struthers, under 

license. 

Unlike ships equipment, which seldom returned for maintenance, lighthouse equipment 

required regular servicing, and was so good business. My mother, in 1936, made regular 

journeys to visit Steven & Struther foghorns with her father, James (Jimmy) Steven on business. 

The St Abbs lighthouse was built by David Stevenson and Thomas Stevenson, my father’s 

side of the family. The pioneering foghorn was supplier by my mother’s Steven family. How 

appropiate! 

Most of this work was in Scotland but equipment was supplied for, Ireland and Steep Island 

in Hong Kong. 

Mentioned in the Archives index are the following lighthouses where Steven & Struthers 

supplied equipment. 

- Tod Head Lighthouse 

- Bressy Lighthouse 

- Noss Head and Stroma 

- Steep Island, Hong Kong 

- Fair Isles Northern Lights Commission 

- Mull of Kintyre Foghorn 

- St Abbs Head 

- Noup Head, Orkney 

- Blackhead Fog Signal, Antrim, explosive fog signal 

- Cumbrae Fog Signal, Firth of Clyde 

- Lightship ‘Tarifa’ Fog Signal 

- Bressy Lighthouse, Shetland. 
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The familiar Steven & Struthers foghorn appears at many other lighthouse. Someday I may 

get a complete list. The picture here shows their typical, instantly recognisable, S&S foghorn 

at Ardnamurchan Lighthouse. 

 

The St Abbs Head Lighthouse 

 

I visited the St Abbs Head light with my nephew Ian Stevenson and his son Arran in 2020. 

The lighthouse, keepers cottage and, compressed air engine plant are now private dwellings 

and gated off. So the only access to the foghorn itself, and get to the railed steps down to it 

for the casual visitor, is by taking the narrow gap between the actual lighthouse building 

and the precipitous cliff. This can clearly be seen in the above picture. Caution is advised, 

especially if it is wet and the grass slippery! 

The foghorn is immediately recognisable as the widely used Steven and Struthers 

Diaphone unit in it’s isolated glory. The former engine house can be seen in the next picture. 

It is built with four stout walls and a flat, probably wooden, roof so that any explosion would 

go straight up. 

Extracts from letters written from my mother to her fiancé (my father to be Alan 

Stevenson) in 1936 mention her father (Jimmy, James Steven) driving to St Abbs Lighthouse 

on Steven and Stuthers business to inspect the foghorn. 

 

9th May 1936 

It’s now a dense fog and as I sit here there isn’t a sound from outside, or anywhere else for 

that matter. This has been threatening for a few days now and has just suddenly come down. 

Moira and I mislaid the pavement coming home. 

Dad is supposed to be going to St Abbs Head tomorrow, and I must rise at 7.30. so 

goodnight my dear one. 

Sunday 10th 10.55 p.m. 

This has been a very cold day with a tendency to fog, but nothing compared to last night. Dad 
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left early for St Abbs and got back about 6.30. Out with Larig2 in the morning, the frost 

seemed to go to his head and he went clean mad, latest devilment is to greet each passing car 

as a plaything and rush at it, disillusionment had not yet followed whackings. 

 

24th October 1936 

Daddy goes to St Abbs Hd tomorrow. I would have gone with him only Mother3 isn’t to get 

out till Mon or Tues so that’s that. 

 

An extract from ‘Lost Sounds, The story of Coast Fog Signals’ reads “St Abbs Head had 

the first siren in Scotland and by the 1930s its successor was itself needing new engines and 

an overhaul” 

 

St Abbs Head was built by David & Thomas Stevenson after the sinking of the 

“Martello” on Carr Rock in 1857. The erection of a lighthouse on St Abb’s Head was 

recommended by the Northern Lighthouse Board. The lighthouse was to assist navigation 

before and after sight of the Bell Rock and Isle of May lights was lost. The oil burning light 

was first shown on 24 February 1862. The light was converted to incandescent in 1906 and to 

electric operation in 1966. 

A foghorn was established at the Head in 1876, being the first audible fog signal in 

Scotland. The original foghorn was driven by hot air engines before being replaced by oil 

driven ones in 1911 and then by diesel engines in December 1955. The fog signal was 

discontinued in 1987 although the horn is still in place. The 300 feet cliff at St Abb’s Head is 

often obscured by fog. 

The foghorn was made by Steven & Struthers of Glasgow. It is a huge foghorn and build 

from metal castings. It used to rotate on the rack and pinion rail, but latterly was locked in 

position facing directly out to sea. This picture clearly shows the separate building with the 

flat rood, the engine house for compressing the air. Interesting though no access. 
 

 

2 Sheila’s Dalmatian dog 
3 Mamie 
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The position of the actual horn was generally as close to the sea and as high up as possible. 

At St Abbs Head as shown the distance from the actual light was considerable. The engine 

shed which had to provide quantities of high pressure air was substantial and generally well 

built with stout walls and a flat wooden roof so explosions would go upwards and not damage 

the lighthouse. 

The Rack and pinion curved track allowed the foghorn to be pointed into the densest area of 

the fog. However, working out where the sound was coming from was extremely difficult for 

ships, and the pointing of the foghorn in different directions made working out what direction 

the sound was coming from even more difficult. In the 1930s instructions were given that all 

foghorns should be fixed pointing straight out to sea. Admiralty inspectors visited all 

lighthouse to check that the foghorns could no longer be swivelled. 

The left hand above picture clearly shows the rack and pinion track. It also shows the high 

pressure air pipe from the engine house. 

The above right hand picture shows details of the rack and pinion mechanism. 

Originally, I think, the two high pressure cylinders were sited on the concrete foundations 

you can see. 



27 
 

 

Sumburg Head Lighthouse, Shetland Islands. 

The Last Working Foghorn in Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sumburgh Head is the only working foghorn of this type in Scotland, restored and operated 

by volunteers. (I believe the Mull of Kintyre foghorn has just recently been restored). 

The compressed air tanks are normally sited as close as possible to the foghorn, some 

distance from the engine house as shown in the above pictures. 

Rising above the precipitous Sumburgh Head cliffs at the southernmost point of mainland 

Shetland, the Lighthouse is visible from land and sea for miles around. The lighthouse was 

built by Robert Stevenson in 1821 and is the oldest lighthouse in Shetland. From 1906 until 

1987 there was an active (Steven & Struthers) foghorn originally built in 1905, which was 

traversable. This replaced a fog bell which had been presented after the loss of the Royal 

Victoria in 1864. The bell now hangs in the parish church at Dunrossness. The light was 

automated in 1991 and the keepers' houses were converted into holiday accommodation. The 

foghorn, last sounded in anger in 1987, was restored in 2015 and sounds on special occasions. 

The lighthouse is protected as a category A listed building. 

The link below is to the superb video of sounding the Sumburg Head foghorn in operation. 

 
Sounding The Sumburgh Head Foghorn The Last Working Foghorn in Scotland. - YouTube 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Stevenson_(civil_engineer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foghorn
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Victoria_(ship)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Victoria_(ship)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunrossness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building#Scotland
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLlsRsUX78w
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Tod Head Lighthouse & Fog Station 
 

 

 
Sited about five miles south of Stonehaven in Kincardinshire. Now a private residence. the 

Stevenson family oversaw the building work and this was by David A. Stevenson. Lighhouse 

came into use in 1897 and the fog signal (Steven & Struthers) in 1898. The light and fog signal 

were discontinued in 2007. 

Letter extract written Sheila to Alan in 1936. “I’m weary of this intense cold and iron earth 

and yet it’s only Feb and I remember a day in May last year at Tod Head when we were half 

frozen.” 

Tod Head lighthouse, like St Abbs, was upgrading it’s foghorn installation in 1930s. Clearly 

Steven & Struthers were involved in the upgrade. 

This is the only picture, taken from the air, I could find that showed both Tod Head Lighthouse 

and foghorn. Note the considerable distance between the lighthouse/engine room and the foghorn. 
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The Pladda Lighthouse & Foghorn just off the Isle of Arran 
 
 

 

The Stephen & Struthers foghorn is easily seen. The storage tanks for high 

pressure air just behing and along the outside wall of the engine house. Steven 

& Struthers prepaed drawings for a Hot Air Engine here, but I don’t know if it 

was ever installed. 

 

A hot air engine is any heat engine that uses the expansion and contraction of air 

under the influence of a temperature change to convert thermal energy into 

mechanical work. For more detailed information see: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_air_engine 
 

The Mull of Kintyre Foghorn 
Another gloriously restored foghorn. See website link below. A tremendous amount of work 

by voluteers has gone into this project. I intend to visit this year, 2021, if possible. There 

is a separate very good video of the foghorn restoration but I can’t find it right 

now. 

https://mull-of-galloway.co.uk/albums/foghorn/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_air_engine
https://mull-of-galloway.co.uk/albums/foghorn/


30 
 

 

The Foghorn Concerto - Requiem for a Foghorn 

ON JUNE 22ND 2013, MORE THAN 50 SHIPS GATHERED ON THE NORTH SEA TO PERFORM 

AN AMBITIOUS MUSICAL SCORE, MARKING THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE SOUND OF THE 

FOGHORN FROM THE UK’S COASTAL LANDSCAPE. 

 
On June 22, 2013, more than 50 ships gathered in the North Sea to perform a musical score, 

to honor the last time a foghorn would sing its song off the British coast. The piece was called 

Requiem for a Foghorn. The elegy was played by three orchestras, sailing ships and the Souter 

Lighthouse’s speaker. Conducted and controlled from a distance, the ships made their horns 

bellow to a score that lasted 40 minutes and ended in the epic roar of the last whistle of 

England’s last foghorn. 

 

http://www.foghornrequiem.org/documentation 
 

Sadly it was not a Steven & Struthers foghorn. A mournful farewell though to 

foghorns generally. 

http://www.foghornrequiem.org/documentation
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Appendix 4 – Stevens Photographs 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Agnes Steven – nee Henderson. 

Wife of John Steven. 

The picture was painted in 1909 to 

celebrate the 50th Anniversary of her 

marriage to John Steven. Agnes is 74, 

the same age as John. 

Agnes was born in 1835 and died 

at Fernlea in 1918 at the age of 83. 

John Steven 

Founder of Steven & Struthers 

Brassfounder and Businessman. 

The picture was painted in 1909 to 

celebrate the 50th Anniversary of his 

marriage to Agnes Henderson. 

John is 74. 

John was born in 1835 and died, at 

their house Fernlea in West Kilbride in 

1926 at the age of 91. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These two wonderfull pictures are photographs of oil paintings that were commissioned for 

the occasion of John and Agnes Steven’s 50th Wedding Anniversary. The celebration was at 

their house Fernlea, West Kilbride. Fernlea can be seen in the background of many of the 

following photos. Both the original pictures are in the care of our daughter Anne-Marie Byrne 

in her house in Hampshire. 



32 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Taken Estimated 1878 
This is a nice early shot of the Steven family. They are, left to right:- 

 
John Agnes David  Sarah William JOHN  James Janet 

Wilson  Henderson  Marshall Armour  STEVEN (Jimmy) 

B 1870 B 1835 B 1876 B 1865 B 1862 B 1835 B 1874 B 1868 

Age 8 Age 43 Age 2 Age 13 Age 16 Age 43 Age 4 Age 10 

 

So little Agnes Steven was not yet born when this pictures was taken, but she was 

born later the same year. The little boy on Agnes’ knee is David Marshal. Like James 

(Jimmy he is dressed like a girl in the fashion of the times. 
 

 

 
 

This silver Snuff Box 

presented ‘by a few 

friend’s in 1865. It 

suggests a degree of 

prosperity. James 

Henderson is the father of 

Agnes Henderso. 

The box is now in the 

Possession of Anne-Marie. 



33 
 

 
 

This splendid shot is of John and Agne’s 50th Wedding Anniversary get together. 
 
 

 

Steven Family. Taken 1909 John Steven and Agnes Henderson’s 50th Anniversary. They were married on 

29th December 1859. Taken in 1909, perhaps in Summer, but not sure of exact date. 

The location was on the front doorsteps at Fernlea, their much loved house in West Kilbride. Many of the 

following pictures were taken at Fernlea. 
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William and James 

(Jimmy) Steven. I think 

around 1904. That would 

make William 42 and 

Jimmy 30. 

The two brothers look 

comfortable enough 

together. No impression 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Agnes Steven at Fernlea in West Kilbride 1909 



35 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

This Group is at Fernlea. 1909 on John Stevens 50th Anniversary again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Group is at Fernlea, James, (Jimmy) Steven, his elder 

brother William behind him. Sister Janet and Sister Agnes 

(Aunt Aggie). Circa 1908. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This picture shows old John Steven, 

probably at Fernlea. On his left is Robert 

Faulds, his grandson, aged about. and on his 

right is my mother, Sheila Steven, his 

granddaughter. I estimate Sheila, who was 

born in 1913, is 5. That would make it 1918. 

Robert Faulds would be 13 if so and John 

Steven 83. 
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John Steven’s great grandson Robert 

Stevenson, Robert’s father Alan 

Stevenson & his mother Sheila, Sheila 

Steven was John Steven’s 

granddaughter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Grandfather Jimmy, James Steven. Left hand picture taken about 1910 when he would be 36. 

Right hand picture taken at his daughter Sheila’s wedding on 25th March 18937 when he would be 63 

Mamie, Jessie Helen Steven, nee Hodge in 1937. 
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Appendix 5 – Anderston Brass Foundry Buildings 

 

 

The above picture of the Steven & Struthers Brass Foundry that John built in 1870 

and it is the oldest picture we have. This picture may have been taken just after 

the new works was completed in 1870. 

It seems much of the building still exists at 32 Eliot Street, Anderston, Glasgow, 

though greatly altered, as shown in pictures on the next page. 
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Description Glasgow, Elliot Street General view showing brass foundry and Cranstonhill 
foundry 

Date 1979 

Collection John R Hume 

Catalogue Number SC 556547 

Category On-line Digital Images 

Scope and Content Industrial buildings, Elliot Street, Glasgow This street on the western 
edge of Anderston developed from the 1850s as part of an industrial suburb, with works 
serving, for the most part, the shipyards, marine engine-builders and general engineers of 
the area. This view shows, from the right, the Glasgow Saw and File Works (1870), the 
Anderston Brass Foundry (1870-1) and (with tall round-headed windows) the Cranstonhill 
Foundry (Iron). In the distance is the Clydeway Centre, a 1960s block. All these buildings 
have survived into 2000, the Cranstonhill Foundry as a photographic processing works. This 
is now the finest group of mid-victorian industrial buildings in Glasgow. Source: RCAHMS 
contribution to SCRAN. 

External Reference H79/193/14 

Permalink http://canmore.org.uk/collection/556547 

File Format (TIF) Tagged Image File Format bitmap 
 
 
 

The photograph above was taken in 1979. As compared with the origional photograph 

surprisingly little has changed. We see, from the right, what was the Glasgow Saw & File 

Works, 1870, The Anderston Brass Foundry 1870, the Cranston Hill Iron foundry. In the 

distance is The Clyde Centre, a 1960s block. Steven & Struthers has had a second floor added 

since the original picture. All the buildings were still there in 2000. On the next page are a few 

more pictures of the street. 

William Cook were the original Glasgow Saw & File Works. Steven & Struthers are now 

gone and replaced by Smith and Roger, a paint manufacturer. The Cranston Hill Foundry now 

a Photographic Processor 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/556547


39 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



40 
 

 

Appendix 6 – Decline of Glasgow Ship Building 
 

 

 
The above pictures show the Cammel Laird dry docks on the Clyde. The first picture 

with shipping and active cranes. The second the derelict docks today with no cranes or 

chimneys left. 

I have no qualification at all that entitle me to speculate on the collapse of the heavy 

engineering and shipbuilding that, not that long ago, made the Clyde the biggest 

shipbuilder in the world. But my thoughts anyway. 

Somehow the Clyde seemed to have become tired. The world immediately after 

World War II was hungry for shipping. Perhaps the Clyde had become complacent after 

years of working overtime to meet admiralty orders that just poured in. Perhaps, like 

other UK industries, their machinery was worn out and outdated from over six years of 

working flat out. Maybe the shareholders were unwilling to invest in new equipment 

and look at new methods. My grandmother opposed further investment in Steven & 

Struthers on the grounds it wasn’t necessary and “A bad workman blames his tools”. 

The great enterprising giants of the past seemed to have gone. 

The drastic rationing and taxation, including personal rates of over 90%, brought 

in by Attlee’s Labour government, were perhaps not conducive to investing risk 

money. The railways, all the utilities, iron had all been nationalised. Might this not 

happen soon to all manufacturing; money men may have asked themselves. 

Unions opposed new methods (in fairness it was little different in England). Strikes 

were called over attempts to introduce welding, rather than riveting plates together. 

Welding made for a lighter ship, a watertight ship, a faster to build ship and a cheaper 

ship. But the powerful welder’s union struck and brought the yards to a halt. They were 

protecting their members who had taken years to develops the skills and teamwork 

necessary for the arduous task of riveting, with red hot rivets too. So not only were 

investors unwilling to invest, but the Unions were opposed to change – in other words 

were opposed to modernisation. 

Unfortunately, the world outside had changed, it keeps doing that. Nothing stays 

the same and manufacturing in Britain had started the process of going East. 

The Germans had pioneered welding plates of iron together to make ships in the 

1930s. After WWII ended both Germany and Japan set about rebuilding their shattered 

industries. They installed the very best machinery and used the most advanced 

techniques they could find. The was no complacency, only a fierce determination to 

rebuild their industries. In no time shipbuilding                       was booming, but beyond the 1950s, 

not in the Clyde. 

It didn’t help that the new ships just kept getting bigger, and the Clyde was not a big river. 
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Appendix 7 - Glasgow University Archives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UGD17 

Steven & Struthers Ltd 
Brassfounders 

Glasgow, City of Glasgow 
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17/1 Pay books 

17/2 Bell books 

17/3 Memoranda and dispatch books 

17/4 Foundry books 

17/5 Correspondence 

17/6 Admiralty order 

17/7 Cocks and valves 

17/8 Bells 

17/9 Catalogues 

17/10 Contract drawings 17/10/1

 Boilers 

17/10/2 Condensers 

17/10/3 Fog Signals, etc 

17/10/3/1 Fair Isles, Northern Lights Commission 

17/10/3/2 Tod Head Foghorn 

17/10/3/3 Mull of Kintyre Foghorn 

17/10/3/4 ‘Noup Head’ Lighthouse 

17/10/3/5 Blackhead Fog Signal 17/10/3/6

 Pladda Lighthouse 17/10/3/7

 St Abbs Head Fog Signal 

17/10/3/8 Lightship ‘Tarifa’ Fog Signal 

17/10/3/9 Cumbrae Fog Signal 

17/10/3/10 Blackhead Co. Clare, Commissioners of Irish Lights 
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17/10 Contract drawings (continued) 

17/10/3/11 Todhead Lighthouse 

17/10/3/12 Bressy Lighthouse - renewal of apparatus 

17/10/3/13 Noss Head and Stroma 

17/10/3/14 Steep Island Fog Signal, Chinese Imperial Customs 

17/10/4 Valve plans 



45  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13" to 42" [probably J C 

 
43" to 50" [probably J C 

[Steven & Struthers] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

17/4 Foundry books   

17/4/1 1916-1930 Large foundry 

17/4/2 1930-1943 Large foundry 

17/5 Correspondence 
 

17/5/1 n.d. Correspondence (file): bells (missing) 

17/6 Admiralty order 
  

17/6/1 1902-1930s Admiralty order  

17/7 Cocks and valves 
  

17/7/1 Sep 1937-Feb 1940 Cocks and valves  

17/1 Pay books  

17/1/1 Aug 1911-Mar 1919 

17/2 Bell books 

17/2/1 n.d. Bell book No.1 
Wilson] 

17/2/2 n.d. Bell book No.2 
Wilson ] 

17/2/3 n.d. Bells from 1929 

17/2/4 1872-1924 Bell Rating book 

 
17/3 

 
Memoranda and dispatch books 

17/3/1 Oct 1874-Aug 1887 

17/3/2 1891-1895 

17/3/3 1901-1933 

17/3/4 Jun 1945-Aug 1956 
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17/8 Bells  

17/8/1 1838-1853 Wilson & Co No.1 - bells 

17/8/2 1853-1878 Wilson & Co No.2 - bells 

17/8/3 1896-1927 J C W & Co - 'Bells' 

17/9 Catalogues 
 

17/9/1 1930s Catalogues (including Vaughan Crane Co and other 
firms) 

17/9/2 1930 Catalogues 

17/9/3 n.d. Letters patent, specification, orders, photographs 

17/9/4 n.d. Catalogues, Specifications, British brassfounders 
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17/10 Contract drawings  

17/10/1 Boilers 

17/10/1/1 1916 Babcock & Wilcox boilers fitted with superheater 
and chain stokers - Arrangement 

17/10/1/2 1924 Babcock & Wilcox boilers (2) each of 1,827 sq.ft. 
heating surface - Arrangement 

17/10/1/3 1926 Babcock & Wilcox boiler - Arrangement 

17/10/1/4 n.d. Horizontal flue tubes of Cochran Patent vertical 
multi-tubular boiler - Arrangement 

17/10/1/5 n.d. Cochran boiler for oil firing steam jet system - 
Outline 

17/10/1/6 n.d. Cochran standard patent boiler - horizontal flue 
tubes 

17/10/1/7 1919 Oil fired vertical boiler, Anglo-Mexican Petroleum 
Products Co Ltd - plan of brickwork and furnace 

17/10/1/8 1919 Auxiliary oil fired Babcock & Wilcox boiler, 
Anglo-Mexican Petroleum Co Ltd - elevation and 
section 

17/10/1/9 1919 Hartley & Sugden vertical steam boiler (oil fired), 
Anglo-Mexican Petroleum Co Ltd 

17/10/1/10 1919 Stirling boiler, Anglo-Mexican Petroleum Co Ltd - 
Arrangement of auxiliary oil firing 

17/10/1/11 1921 Oil fired 6' x 13' Farrar boiler, Shell Mex Ltd. - 
Arrangement 

17/10/1/12 1927 36" oil fired Ideal boiler, Shell Mex Ltd - 
Arrangement 

17/10/1/13 1927 75" Straight Draught boiler, Shell Mex Ltd - 
Arrangement 

17/10/1/14 1927 75" diameter oil fired: Pacific boiler, Shell Mex 
Ltd - Arrangement 
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17/10 Contract drawings  

17/10/2 Condensers  

17/10/2/1 1895 Port Auxiliary Condenser: HMS Dido, HMS Isis 

17/10/2/2 1898 Surface condenser: Victor Coates & Co Ltd, 
Belfast 

17/10/2/3 1901 Main condenser: HMS Cumberland 

17/10/2/4 1902 Condenser: HMS Claudius 

17/10/2/5 1903 Condenser: HM 'Floating Coal Depot' 

17/10/2/6 1907 Main condenser: Wallsend Shipping Eng. Co 

17/10/2/7 1906 Condenser, front water end: Wallsend Shipping 
Eng. Co 

17/10/2/8 1908 Auxiliary condenser: HMS Vincent 

17/10/2/9 1910 2,090 sq.ft. surface condenser: Devonport 
Dockyard 

17/10/2/10 1911 1,920 sq.ft. surface condenser: Balmain Co 

17/10/2/11 1914 Surface condenser 10 h.p. compound engine 

17/10/2/12 1937 Main condenser: Swan, Hunter & Wigham 
Richardson Ltd 

17/10/2/13 n.d. Naval brass: jet condenser 
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17/10 Contract drawings 

17/10/3 Fog Signals, etc. 

17/10/3/1 Fair Isles, Northern Lights Commission 
 

17/10/3/1/1 1891 Arrangement of admission valves for 6" siren 

17/10/3/1/2 1892 Stop valve for siren (full size) 

17/10/3/1/3 1895 Guide and coaming on top of Horn House (outside) 

17/10/3/1/4 1912 Existing Air Receivers 

17/10/3/2 Tod Head Foghorn 
 

17/10/3/2/1 1897 Wall carriage 

17/10/3/2/2 1897 Horn pipe 

17/10/3/2/3 1897 Details 

17/10/3/2/4 1897 Details 

17/10/3/3 Mull of Kintyre Foghorn 
 

17/10/3/3/1 1898 Detail 

17/10/3/4 'Noup Head' Lighthouse 
 

17/10/3/4/1 1898 Detail 

17/10/3/5 Blackhead Fog Signal 
 

17/10/3/5/1 1899 General arrangement 

17/10/3/5/2 1899 Wall carriage 

17/10/3/5/3 1899 Horn pipe 

17/10/3/6 Pladda Lighthouse 
 

17/10/3/6/1 1900 General arrangement of lantern 

17/10/3/6/2 1900 Hot air engine 
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17/10 Contract drawings 

17/10/3 Fog Signals, etc. 

17/10/3/7 St Abbs Head Fog Signal 
 

17/10/3/7/1 1910 Galvanised wrought iron oil tank 

17/10/3/7/2 1910 Detail 

 
17/10/3/8 Lightship 'Tarifa' Fog Signal 

17/10/3/8/1 1914 Arrangement of siren chest, clock, etc. 

17/10/3/8/2 1914 Blast regulating clock 

17/10/3/8/3 1914 Detail 

17/10/3/9 Cumbrae Fog Signal 
 

17/10/3/9/1 1923 Elevations 

17/10/3/9/2 1923 General arrangement of engine room and Horn 
House 

17/10/3/9/3 1923 Details 

17/10/3/9/4 1923 Details 

17/10/3/9/5 1923 Details 

17/10/3/9/6 1923 Details 

 
17/10/3/10 Blackhead Co. Clare, Commissioners of Irish Lights 

17/10/3/10/1 1935 Lantern blocking 

17/10/3/10/2 1935 Lantern porch 

17/10/3/10/3 1935 Details of lantern 

17/10/3/10/4 1935 Details of lantern 

17/10/3/10/5 1935 Details of lantern 

17/10/3/10/6 1935 Details of lantern 
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17/10 Contract drawings  

17/10/3 Fog Signals, etc. 

17/10/3/11 Todhead Lighthouse 

17/10/3/11/1 1936 Arrangement of siren chest 

17/10/3/11/2 1936 Details of horn 

17/10/3/11/3 1936 Details 

17/10/3/11/4 1936 Details 

17/10/3/11/5 1936 Details 

 
17/10/3/12 Bressy Lighthouse - renewal of apparatus 

17/10/3/12/1 1939 General arrangement of machine 

17/10/3/12/2 1939 Extension to cleaning platform 

17/10/3/12/3 1939 Service table 

17/10/3/12/4 1939 Hoisting gear 

17/10/3/12/5 1939 Detail 

17/10/3/12/6 1939 Detail 

17/10/3/13 Noss Head and Stroma 
 

17/10/3/13/1 n.d. Siren chest 

17/10/3/14 Steep Island Fog Signal, Chinese Imperial Customs 

17/10/3/14/1 1910 Oil storage tank 
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17/10 Contract drawings  

17/10/4 Valve plans 

17/10/4/1 1913 Valve 7", pattern 317A 

17/10/4/2 1901 Valve 1/2", pattern 315A 

17/10/4/3 1904 4" through valve 

17/10/4/4 1907 ½" diameter valve, pattern 400 

17/10/4/5 1907 ¾" diameter valve, pattern 401 

17/10/4/6 1907 1" diameter valve, pattern 402 

17/10/4/7 1907 1¼" diameter valve, pattern 403 

17/10/4/8 n.d. 1¾" diameter valve, pattern 405 

17/10/4/9 1916 2½" diameter valve, pattern 308 

17/10/4/10 1908 3" valve. Details of screw down valves for 
weedtraps for oil driven dynamos of ships of HMS 
St Vincent and Vernon classes 

17/10/4/11 1914 4" valve, pattern 412A 

17/10/4/12 1914 2¼" diameter valve, pattern 307 

17/10/4/13 1914 2" valve, pattern 306A 

17/10/4/14 1914 4½" valve, pattern 313A 

17/10/4/15 1914 2½" valve, pattern 308A 

17/10/4/16 1916 5½" valve, pattern 315A 

17/10/4/17 1916 1½" valve, pattern 304A 

17/10/4/18 1914 1½" diameter valve, pattern 304A 

17/10/4/19 1914 1¾" diameter valve, pattern 305A 

17/10/4/20 1916 1¾" diameter valve, pattern 305 

17/10/4/21 1916 5" diameter valve, pattern 314 

17/10/4/22 1916 5½" diameter valve, pattern 315 

17/10/4/23 1914 2¾" diameter valve, pattern 309 

 1915 3" diameter valve, pattern 319 

17/10/4/24 1916 6" diameter valve, pattern 316A 
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17/10 Contract drawings  

17/10/4 Valve plans (continued) 

17/10/4/25 1915 6" diameter valve, pattern 316 

17/10/4/26 1916 4" diameter valve, pattern 312A 

17/10/4/27 1916 7" diameter valve, pattern 317 

17/10/4/28 1912 5" diameter valve, pattern 314A 

17/10/4/29 1912 2" diameter valve, pattern 306 

17/10/4/30 1916 1½" diameter valve, pattern 304 

17/10/4/31 1914 3½" diameter valve, pattern 311 

  4" diameter valve, pattern 312 

17/10/4/32 1913 ½" diameter valve, pattern 400 

17/10/4/33 n.d. 5" diameter valve, pattern 314A 

17/10/4/34 n.d. 3½" diameter valve, pattern 311A 

17/10/4/35 1914 7" diameter valve, pattern 417B, 417C 

17/10/4/36 1913 1" diameter valve, pattern 302 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

Glasgow. An Industrial City 
 

For 100  years Glasgow prospered and led the world in shipbuilding and heavy engineering. 

Some of the companies were tiny, some giants of industry. Warships including Battleships, 

Aircraft Carries, Minesweepers, Ocean Liners like the Queen Mary. Merchant Ships, Railway 

Locomotives.  

     Many companies were sub contractors and one such medium sized company was founded 

by my great grandfather, John Steven in 1887. He was a self made, hard working man, noted 

for his Gorbals accent. One of the thousands who propelled Glasgow to the front of the 

world’s leading industrial towns. John prospered and bought a nice house in West Kilbride. 

Very different from the Gorbals where he had been brought up. 

In 1908 John handed over the company to two of his sons, one being my grandfather. They 

ran the company through World War I and World War II. 

After WWII industry in Glasgow started to decline, faced with ferocious competition from 

Germany, France and Japan. 

John’s sons were old now, indeed only one survived the second World War. So the 

company disappeared. The shipyards fell silent. The dry docks were filled in. The cranes and 

chimneys vanished. 

So I hope this little publication will in some way act as a tribute to all those vanished men 

and companies who once made Glasgow great. 
 

 

 

Robert 

Stevenson 


